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Elena Ariza Program Bio
 
 Elena Ariza is rapidly establishing herself as 
one of today’s most creative and community-driven 
cellists. Elena was a featured cellist in Yo-Yo Ma’s 
groundbreaking Music Art Life project, an 
exploration of human connection through the J.S. 
Bach cello suites. An avid chamber musician, she 
has collaborated with luminaries such as Itzhak 
Perlman, Steve Tenenbom, Vivian Weilerstein, and 
members of the Brentano Quartet. She is fiercely 
committed to community activism, having organized 
fundraiser events for the 2011 Tōhoku tsunami, the 
2021 Haitian earthquake, and most recently, for 
those affected by the Russian war in Ukraine. 

While an undergrad at Columbia, she performed the Dvorak Concerto with the Columbia 
University Orchestra, under the direction of Jeffrey Milarsky, and gave a world premiere 
performance of composer Hiroya Miura’s Lustral Shades, collaborating with esteemed musicians of 
the Japanese tradition. In 2017, she was invited to perform as part of the New World Symphony on 
one of its season concerts, under the baton of Michael Tilson Thomas. Featured on NPR’s From the 
Top, Elena also performed as a soloist for a sold-out Davies Symphony Hall with the San Francisco 
Symphony Youth Orchestra.  
 Elena has won numerous solo and concerto competitions such as the Music Teachers 
National Association’s California State Competition, Pacific Musical Society Annual Competition, 
Mondavi Young Artists Competition, and the Symphony Parnassus Concerto Competition, among 
others. She has received various masterclasses and coachings from Frans Helmerson, David Finckel, 
Joseph Kalichstein, Roger Tapping, the Weilerstein Trio, Colin Carr, Paul Katz, the Borromeo, 
Shanghai, and Brentano Quartets, and has attended the Aspen Music Festival and School, 
Music@Menlo Chamber Music Festival and Institute, the Tanglewood Music Center, Vivac-e!, Taos 
School of Music, the Perlman Music Program, and the Norfolk Chamber Music Festival.  
 At Juilliard, Elena is currently studying under the tutelage of Joel Krosnick and Astrid 
Schween, for whom she serves as Teaching Assistant. Her former teachers and mentors include 
Richard Aaron, Ronald Leonard, Eric Sung, and Sieun Lin.  
  

https://musicart.life/


 

Elena Ariza Repertoire List 
Recent Solo Repertoire: 

- Bach: Cello Suite No. 1 in G Major 
- Bach: Cello Suite No. 6 in D Major 
- Bach: Sonata for viola da gamba in D major BWV 1028 
- Beethoven: 7 Variations on “Bei Männern”, WoO 46 
- Boulanger: Three Pieces for Cello and Piano 
- Bridge: Four Pieces 
- Britten: Solo Cello Suite No. 1 
- Cassadó: Requiebros 
- Carter: Cello Sonata 
- Chopin: Introduction and Polonaise Brillante in C Major, Op. 3 
- Chopin: Cello Sonata in G minor, Op. 65 
- Dvorak: Cello Concerto in B Minor, Op. 104 
- Franck: Sonata in A major for Violin and Piano 
- Grieg: Cello Sonata in A minor, Op. 36 
- Haydn: Cello Concerto No. 2 in D Major 
- Janacek: Pohadka for Cello and Piano 
- Mykola Lysenko: Elegy for Cello and Piano 
- Mendelssohn: Cello Sonata No. 2 in D major, Op. 58 
- Paganini: Caprices (arr. Silva) #5, 9, 13, 14, 20 
- Part: Fratres 
- Penderecki: Divertimento for Solo Cello 
- Piazzolla: Le Grand Tango 
- Prokofiev: Sinfonia Concertante, Op. 125 
- Prokofiev: Cello Sonata in C major, Op. 119 
- Rachmaninov: Cello Sonata, Op. 19 
- Schubert: Arpeggione in A Minor 
- Schumann: Cello Concerto in A minor, Op. 129 
- Sollima: Alone 
- Wang, Anne Qian: The Cat That Lived a Million Lives (commissioned work, 2023) 

 
  



 

Recent Chamber Music Repertoire: 
Piano Trios 
- Beethoven: Piano Trio in B-flat Major, Op. 97 "Archduke" 
- Beethoven: Piano Trio in E-flat major, Op.70 No.2 
- Mendelssohn: Piano Trio No. 2 in C Minor Op. 66 
- Saint-Saens: Piano Trio No. 2 in E Minor, Op. 92 
- Schoenfield: Café Music (mvt. I) 
- Shostakovich: Piano Trio No. 2 in E Minor, Op. 67 

 
String Quartets 
- Bartok: String Quartet No. 5 
- Beethoven: String Quartet No. 14 in C♯ minor, Op. 131 
- Beethoven: String Quartet No. 11 in F Minor, Op. 95 "Serioso" 
- Janáček: String Quartet No. 2 'Intimate Letters' 
- Mendelssohn: String Quartet in E-flat Major, Op. 44 No. 3 
- Ravel: String Quartet in F Major 
- Schoenberg: String Quartet No. 4, Op. 37 
- Schubert: “Quartettsatz” c-Moll D 703 

 
Other Ensembles 
- Arensky: String Quartet with 2 Cellos No. 2, Op. 35 (mvt. I) 
- Brahms: Piano Quartet No. 3 in C minor, Op. 60 
- Brahms: String Quintet No. 2 in G Major, Op. 111 
- Dohnyani: Piano Quintet No.1, Op.1 
- Dvorak: String Sextet in A major, Op. 48 
- Dvorak: Serenade for Wind Instruments, Cello and Double Bass in D minor 
- Korngold: String Sextet in D Major, Op. 10 (mvt. I) 
- Mustonen, Olli: Nonet for Strings No. 2 
- Ravel: Sonata for Violin and Cello (mvt. I-II) 
- Schumann: Piano Quartet in E-flat Major, Op. 47 
- Strauss: Metamorphosen for 23 Strings 
- Stravinsky: “Pulcinella” Suite 
- Tchaikovsky: String Sextet in D Minor, Op. 70 "Souvenir de Florence" 

  



 

Elena Ariza Press Kit 
Guest Artist for Maine Mountain Chamber Music 

 March 2023 

  



 

Ukraine Benefit Cello Recital to raise $7,000 (trans. from Japanese)  
 August 2022 

 
  



 

Live from Music Mountain: Masterclass with Benjamin Zander 
 August 2020 

 

 



 

https://www.registercitizen.com/entertainment/article/August-at-Music-Mountain-features-string-
15477039.php#photo-19798981 
 
  

https://www.registercitizen.com/entertainment/article/August-at-Music-Mountain-features-string-15477039.php#photo-19798981
https://www.registercitizen.com/entertainment/article/August-at-Music-Mountain-features-string-15477039.php#photo-19798981
https://www.registercitizen.com/entertainment/article/August-at-Music-Mountain-features-string-15477039.php#photo-19798981


 

Soloist performing Stravinsky’s Pulcinella under Nicholas McGegan 
at Alice Tully Hall 
 February, 2020 

 
 
https://www.juilliard.edu/news/144986/nicholas-mcgegan-conducts-bach-and-stravinsky-feb-10-
and-handels-rinaldo-feb-17 

 
  

https://www.juilliard.edu/news/144986/nicholas-mcgegan-conducts-bach-and-stravinsky-feb-10-and-handels-rinaldo-feb-17
https://www.juilliard.edu/news/144986/nicholas-mcgegan-conducts-bach-and-stravinsky-feb-10-and-handels-rinaldo-feb-17


 

Soloist with the Columbia University Orchestra 
 April, 2019 

  



 

Solo Recitals at Columbia University Orchestra 
 February, 2019; November, 2018 

 
https://mpp.music.columbia.edu/events/mid-day-music-columbia-featuring-elena-ariza-misha-
galant-cello-piano-duo 
 

 
https://mpp.music.columbia.edu/events/maison-francaise-mpp-elena-ariza-and-misha-galant  

https://mpp.music.columbia.edu/events/mid-day-music-columbia-featuring-elena-ariza-misha-galant-cello-piano-duo
https://mpp.music.columbia.edu/events/mid-day-music-columbia-featuring-elena-ariza-misha-galant-cello-piano-duo
https://mpp.music.columbia.edu/events/maison-francaise-mpp-elena-ariza-and-misha-galant


 

World Premiere of Lustral Shades by Hiroya Miura 
IMJS: Japanese Cultural Heritage Initiatives @ Columbia Univ. 

 January, 2018 

 
Featuring Mayumi Miyata (shō), Hitomi Nakamura (hichiriki), Takeshi Sasamoto (ryūteki), Hidejiro 

Honjoh (sangen & shamisen), and Elena Ariza (cello) 

 

With composer Hiroya Miura 
https://www.imjs-jchi.org/2020/05/05/emajin-initiative-13th-annual-concert-of-japanese-heritage-

musical-instruments/ 

https://www.imjs-jchi.org/2020/05/05/emajin-initiative-13th-annual-concert-of-japanese-heritage-musical-instruments/
https://www.imjs-jchi.org/2020/05/05/emajin-initiative-13th-annual-concert-of-japanese-heritage-musical-instruments/


 

  



 

Benefit Concert for the United States International Music 
Competition (USIMC) 

 January, 2018 

https://www.usimc.org/  

https://www.usimc.org/


 

Soloist Debut with Symphony Parnassus 
 October, 2015 

 

 
https://www.symphonyparnassus.org/news/2016/3/14/cello 

https://www.symphonyparnassus.org/news/2016/3/14/cello


 

Debut with the San Francisco Symphony Youth Orchestra (Press 
Release) 
 October, 2015 

 
http://nagisaariza.com/img/SFS%202015-16%20press%20release.pdf 

        
            
 
Contact:  
Public Relations 
San Francisco Symphony 
(415) 503-5474 
publicrelations@sfsymphony.org 
www.sfsymphony.org/press 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / October 6, 2015 
 

   

   
Images of Elena Ariza, the SFS Youth Orchestra and Donato Cabrera are available for download in the SFSYO Press Kit) 

      
SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY YOUTH ORCHESTRA 2015-2016 SEASON 

OPENS NOVEMBER 1 AT DAVIES SYMPHONY HALL 
 

Donato Cabrera conducts his seventh and final season as SFSYO Music Director and SFS Resident 
Conductor 

 
Highlights of the season include a performance by concerto competition winner Elena Ariza November 

1; annual holiday concerts of Peter and the Wolf, December 13; and hosting the Bay Area Youth 
Orchestra Festival at Davies Symphony Hall, January 17, 2016 

 
SFS musicians, violinist Chen Zhao and violist .DWLH�.DGDUDXFK�DUH�JXHVW�VRORLVWV�LQ�0R]DUW¶V�Sinfonia 

concertante in E-flat major for Violin, Viola, and Orchestra, May 15, 2016  
  
 

SAN FRANCISCO, October 6, 2015 ² The San Francisco Symphony Youth Orchestra (SFSYO) and Wattis Foundation 
Music Director Donato Cabrera open their 2015-16 season on Sunday, November 1 at 2pm at Davies Symphony Hall, 
&DEUHUD¶V�VHYHQWK�DQG�ILQDO�VHDVRQ�ZLWK�WKH�2UFKHVWUD��The opening concert of the year, November 1, features Elena 
$UL]D��ZLQQHU�RI�WKH�<RXWK�2UFKHVWUD¶V������&RQFHUWR�&RPSHWLWLRQ��LQ 'YRĜiN¶V�&HOOR�&RQFHUWR�LQ�%�PLQRU. Ariza has been 
a member of the SFSYO since 2011 and Principal Cello since 2014. The Orchestra performs two holiday concerts of 
Peter and the Wolf, December 13, and additional concerts on March 20 and May 15, 2016. It will host and perform in the 
Bay Area Youth Orchestra Festival at Davies Symphony Hall on January 17, 2016 at Davies Symphony Hall, along with 
four other Bay Area Youth Orchestras. Violinist Chen Zhao and violist Katie Kadarauch, musicians of the San Francisco 
Symphony, perform as soloists in 0R]DUW¶V�6LQIRQLD�FRQFHUWDQWH�LQ�(-flat major for Violin, Viola, and Orchestra in the final 
concert on May 15, 2016. Both are both strongly connected to the Youth Orchestra ²Zhao as a member of the SFSYO 
Coaching Team, and Kadarauch as an SFSYO alumna.  
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MICHAEL TILSON DIRECTOR 

S a n  Francisco S y m p h o n y  Youth Orchestra 
D o nato C abrera.  Wattis Foundation M usic  Director 

Sunday, November 1.  2015 at 2:0 0  Davies Hall 

D o n a t o  C a b r e r a  c on d ucting 

D v o r a k  

Ravel 

C o p l a n d  

C ello C o n c erto  in B  10 4  
A llegro  
Adagio m a  non troppo 
Finale: A llegro moderato 

Elena Ariza 

I N T E R M I S S I O N  

Alborada  de/ grac1oso 

Appalachian Spnng 

This concert is  supported by the  San Francisco A rts  C om m 1 ss1on 
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Soloist with South Valley Symphony 
 February, 2015 

 
https://morganhilllife.com/2015/01/16/teen-takes-music-competition-will-play-symphony-march/ 

 

https://morganhilllife.com/2015/01/16/teen-takes-music-competition-will-play-symphony-march/

